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MEDFORD — A town-
ship business took matters 
into its own hands to make 
sure a local YMCA camp 
will be ready this summer.

B o b  M e y e r 
Communities, a South 
Jersey Home Builder, 
recently helped refurbish 
a portion of YMCA Camp 
Ockanickon in anticipation 
of more than 700 children 
from underserved areas 
this year. Along with its 
recent efforts, the com-
pany donates money to 

the camp.
“In addition to their 

generous financial sup-
port, they are investing 
their time, skills and 
efforts to ensure camp 
is ready for the summer 
season and beyond,” 
said Suzette Belz, vice 
president of develop-
ment and major gifts at 
Ockanickon. “The Meyer 
family and some of their 
associates spent a recent 
day at Matollionequay — 
our sleepaway camp for 
girls  — building needed 
changing stalls for the 
waterfront and re-siding 

some of the cabins.”
“The projects that the 

Meyer family assisted 
with would have otherwise 
required a rather large 
budget,” said Mark Dibble, 
Ockanickon CEO. The 
money will be redirected 
to allow more children to 
attend the camp.

B o b  M e y e r 
C o m m u n i t i e s  f i r s t 
began partnering with 
Ockanickon last year as 
a way of supporting the 
camp’s scholarship fund 
that allows children and 
teens to experience the 
joys of summer camp. 

The business agreed to 
donate a percentage from 
each home sale in Medford 
to the fund. Many of the 
children given the oppor-
tunity to participate 
are sourced from some 
of the poorest areas of 
Camden, Atlantic City 
and Philadelphia, accord-
ing to a news release from 
the YMCA.

Over the last 111 years, 

Ockanickon has been 
dedicated to fulfilling 
the lives of children by 
providing leadership pro-
grams, off-premise travel 
adventures and summer 
preschool camp, accord-
ing to the news release. 
The camp also serves as a 
year-round organization 
with an Outdoor Center 
that offers class trips and 
treats as well as a School’s 

Out program that offers 
before- and after-school 
childcare to local districts.

“Developing strong, 
long-term partnerships 
with our donors and part-
ners is something we take
pride in at YMCA Camp 
Ockanickon,” said Belz. 
To partner with YMCA 
Camp Ockanickon, con-
tact Belz at 609-654-8225 
or suzette@ycamp.com.

Medford business 
helps renovate 
YMCA camp

Bob Meyer Communities recently donated their time, skills and efforts to make sure that 
YMCA Camp Ockanickon is ready for the more than 700 children that will be attending 
camp this summer. [PHOTOS COURTESY OF YMCA CAMP OCHANICKON]

Workers from Bob Meyer Communities help refurbish the sleepaway camp for girls at 
YMCA Camp Ockanickon in Medford. 
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MOUNT LAUREL — A 
township gym will host 
its fourth annual “Be 
Their Muscle” event to 
help those suffering from 
muscular dystrophy.

Burn Boot Camp will 
donate benefits to help 
the Muscular Dystrophy 
A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e 
Philadelphia district sup-
port those in the Greater 
Philadelphia community 
suffering from muscular 
dystrophy, amyotrophic 
l a t e r a l  s c l e r o s i s  a n d 
related muscle-debilitat-
ing diseases. The event 
will start 9 a.m. Saturday 
at the gym at 872 Union 
Mill Road.

Funds will go towards 
r e s e a r c h  a n d  p r o -
vide individuals with 
life-enhancing services, 
including state-of-the-art 
multidisciplinary care at all 
of the care centers in the 
district, organizers said.

“There are kids and 
adults in our community 
living with muscular dys-
trophy and related diseases 
that take away everyday 
abilities like walking, 

hugging, and even breath-
ing,” said Amanda Sweet, 
M u s c u l a r  D y s t r o p h y 
Association executive 
director. “When you sup-
port the Be Their Muscle 
(event) you can help 
change that by helping 
us fund urgently-needed 
research, treatments and 
support that will help these 
individuals live longer and 
grow stronger.”

Registration is $25 and 
includes a Be Their Muscle 
T-shirt, co-ed Burn Boot 
workout, and a Burn-a-
Thon trainer workout. 
Children must be 13 years 
or older to participate in 
the workouts.

“We just started our 
fundraising about a week 
ago and we’ve already 
raised about $1,695,” said 
Jessica Crisp, manager of 
the Mount Laurel Burn Boot 
Camp. “We’re hoping to 
raise $4,000 total.” 

So far, more than 50 
participants have regis-
tered, she said.

Crisp added that the 
event is meant to help the 
public experience what 
their gym members do 
everyday. Since those 
with muscular dystrophy 

lose the ability to use their 
muscles, Burn Boot Camp 
is educating participants 
on how to “be the mus-
cles” for those patients, 
Crisp said.

This will be the second 
year that Burn Boot Camp 
has held the event nation-
wide, with 223 locations 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  A s  o f 
Tuesday, $124,775 of the 
$500,000 nationwide goal 
has been raised, organiz-
ers said.

MDA offices in the 
Greater Philadelphia Area, 
which includes South 
Jersey and New Castle 
County, Delaware, serve 

about 1,900 families. 
Funds raised for local Be 
Their Muscle event make 
it possible for 54 district 
children to participate in 
the MDA Summer Camp at 
Variety Club Camp where 
they can “experience the 
best week of the year” at 
no cost to their families, 
according to mda.org.

There are five MDA-
f u n d e d  r e s e a r c h 
projects taking place in 
Philadelphia and 150 total 
projects worldwide.

For information about 
Be Their Muscle, contact 
development officer Carrie 
Bavaro at 610-325-5758 or 
cbavaro@mdausa.org, or 
visit burnbootcamp.com/
be-their-muscle/.

‘Be Their Muscle’ event to benefi t 
muscular dystrophy suff erers

By Hannah Grabenstein
The Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — A 
hardy, invasive species of 
tick that survived a New 
Jersey winter and sub-
sequently traversed the 
mid-Atlantic has mysteri-
ously arrived in Arkansas. 
No one is sure how the 
Longhorned tick, native 
to East Asia, arrived in the 
country, nor how it made 
its way to the middle of 
the continent.

T h e  A r k a n s a s 
Agriculture Department 

s a i d  l a t e  M o n d a y 
researchers at Oklahoma 
State University had 
confirmed a tick found on 
a dog in Benton County 
in the far northwestern 
corner of the state was a 
Longhorned tick. Until 
then, the bug had only 
been reported in New 
Jersey, Virginia and West 
Virginia.

“It’s a mystery to a lot 
of people who are trying 
to figure out how exactly 
it got here,” New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture 
spokesman Jeff Wolfe said 

Tuesday.
Like others of its kind, 

the Longhorned tick can 
carry diseases that pose a 
serious threat to humans 
and animals.

In humans, the ticks 
can carry diseases such as 
severe fever with throm-
bocytopenia syndrome, 
which can have a fatality 
rate of up to 30 percent. 
Arkansas Department 
of Health entomologist 
David Theuret said it’s 
possible the ticks can also 
transmit other more local 
diseases, such as Rocky 

Mountain spotted fever. 
Both the New Jersey and 
the Arkansas departments 
of agriculture said they 
have received no reports 
of diseases in humans 
or animals caused by 
Longhorned ticks. Wolfe 
also said that so far, no 
ticks have tested positive 
for any diseases.

One major concern is 
the tick’s effect on live-
stock. Single animals 
with high Longhorned 
tick densities can experi-
ence stunted growth and 
anemia, and in rare cases, 

can be drained of so much 
blood they die, Theuret 
said.

Cody Burkham, execu-
tive vice president of the 
Arkansas Cattlemen’s 
Association, said live-
stock producers should be 
on the lookout for droopy 
ears, increase in body 
temperature, and lack of 
appetite. 

But animals can seem-
ingly return to normal 
while still battling the 
illness. 

He has been telling pro-
ducers to “monitor your 

cattle just a little closer 
— as close as you possibly 
can.”

But the ticks should be 
more of a nuisance than 
a public health crisis, 
Theuret said. “Although 
it’s important that we’ve 
found it here, it shouldn’t 
be a cause for alarm in any 
way,” he said.

Officials urged normal 
tick prevention, such as 
tick repellents, tucked-in 
clothing, and regular tick 
checks, to stop not just 
the Longhorned tick, but 
all bloodsuckers.

Rare type of tick inexplicably turns up in Arkansas

MDA associated 
hospitals in the 
Philadelphia district

• The MDA Care Center at 
MDA/ALS Center of Hope at 
Temple University Hospital

• The Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania

• The ALS Center at 
Pennsylvania Hospital

• The Nemours Alfred 
I. duPont Hospital for 
Children

• The Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia

“There are kids 
and adults in our 
community living with 
muscular dystrophy 
and related diseases 
that take away 
everyday abilities like 
walking, hugging, and 
even breathing.”

Amanda Sweet, Muscular 
Dystrophy Association 
executive director

Special Services
Landscaping

Real Estate Rentals
Homes for Rent

Pet and Supplies
Pets for Sale

Autos for Sale 

Autos Wanted

Autos Wanted

in Thursday’s paper.

Museums 
to visit.

QUALITY LAWN CARE
Spring Clean-Up, Mulching, Planting

Residential / Commercial
Insured, Free Estimates!

Call: 609-346-8417

MT. HOLLY AREA, NJ Waterfront 1
BR cottages, no pets. $850/mo. (321)
773-2458, thestarfire@hotmail.com

Bichon Friese $950. Bichonpoo $750.
Golden Retriever $950. Labs  $750.
Maltese $1195. Mini Schnauzer $1195.
Multipoo $450. Shih Tzu $950. Yorkie
$995. West Highland $950.

Call 609-685-0208

HONDA 1999 PASSPORT 261k mi.,
6 cylinders, good condition. $1,200
or best offer. Call: 609-820-1977

ûAuto Locksmithû
225 Lincoln Hwy, Fairless Hills, 19030

Gift Certificates Available
ùSale on Keys & Remotes ù

Buying All Cars  Up to $2000 CASH
bad Engines or Transmissions

Junk Cars to $500. 609-543-9057

û  WE BUY JUNK CARS  û
Top $$$ paid.
We pay cash!

609-851-2980; 215-730-0900


