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Finders website. The web-
site features a directory of 
“finders” across the United 
States and in 26 countries. 
Favano is one of 29 regis-
tered in New Jersey, and 
while most stick to a limited 
area, Favano searches from 
Brigantine to Cape May. He 
goes by the name The Ring 
Finder South Jersey, and 
also services Southeastern 
Pennsylvania and Delaware.

It was a natural pro-
gression for a boy grow-
ing up the Mayfair section 
of Philadelphia and spent 
his childhood summers 
at the shore. Those sum-
mers offered Favano his 
first glimpse of seaside 
metal detecting, as he 
watched the beachcomb-
ers at work. It also instilled 
a lifelong love of the beach.

“I grew up going to my 
uncle’s house in North 
Wildwood,” said Favano. “I 
have so many great memo-
ries. No matter how old you 
get, your heart is always 
in that special place.”

While Favano is still fol-
lowing his heart, he’s now 
helping fellow beach lovers 
mend their broken hearts.

“Every lost ring has its own 
story,” said Favano. “No 
matter the monetary value, 
there’s always a high sen-
timental value. It’s a prized 
possession for many people.”

The most common items 
that Favano is called upon 
to find are, by far, engage-
ment and wedding rings, 
and keys. The lost keys are 
mostly a matter of incon-
venience and annoyance, 
but a lost ring will bring out 
a plethora of emotions.

“People are anxious, upset 
and heartbroken,” he said. 
“Then when I find the ring 
there are often tears of joy.”

Once safely reunited with 
their jewelry, a nightmare is 
quickly turned into a dream 
come true. “A lot of times 
they tell me ‘Oh I knew you 
would find it,’ ” said Favano.

It’s a feeling that Favano 
wholeheartedly understands. 
“Since I’ve been married, I 
think I’ve taken my wedding 
ring off maybe two times 
over the years,” he said.

And yes, that includes 
trips to the beach. Luckily, 
Favano has never needed to 
search the sand for any of his 
own belongings. Instead, he 
uses his skills to help others, 
and maybe even save a mar-
riage or two along the way.

Using his hobby to make 
people happy is a role he 
relishes. By day, Favano 

is a mild-mannered chef 
supervisor in Delaware 
County, where he and his 
wife reside. But by night and 
weekend, he’s a superhero 
to distraught sunbathers, 
his tools several Minelab 
metal detector, including 
a waterproof version that 
allows him to search in the 
ocean’s surf and as well as 
lakes, and a scoop with a 
carbon fiber shaft that he 
uses to dig up the lost items.

The two most crucial fac-
tors to successfully finding 
a missing item, said Favano, 
are time and location. So 
when a request to find a 
missing item comes in at 5 
p.m. on a Wednesday, he 
hits the road — after a full 
day of work at his day job.

“The faster they call me 
the higher the chance that 
I’ll find (their item),” said 
Favano. “I don’t mind the 
drive — well, unless it’s 
on a Friday afternoon.”

In addition to tim-
ing, having a correct 
location is essential.

“People spend the day at 
the beach, and by the time 
they realize they’re missing 
something, they have a hard 
time recalling exactly where 
they were,” said Favano.

An empty beach at 7 
p.m., with the tide roll-
ing in, looks quite differ-
ent than a beach a high 

noon, packed with people.
But even a little incoming 

tide doesn’t deter Favano. 
“I can go out to chest-high 
water, but if you were out 
there playing football and 
your ring flew into the sea, 
that’s a different story.”

When contacted in time 
and to a precise location, he 
says that he has no prob-
lem locating the missing 
item in an hour or two.

In those rare occurrences 
where he doesn’t find the 
ring the first time out, 
Favano will often return to 
the location the next day 
to continue the search. But 
sometimes, the ring will turn 
up in a surprising location. 
Well, surprising to the own-
ers, but not so much Favano.

“I always tell people to 
check their belongings, 
especially their towels, beach 
bags and cars,” said Favano. 
“That’s after a few times 
where I spent hours search-
ing the beach for a ring, and 
the next day getting a call 
saying they found it in the 
cup holder of their car.”

And other times, it’s not 
the location that’s surpris-
ing, but rather the circum-
stances. One memorable 
call involved a ring that was 
lost, not on the beach, but 
in a backyard — 10 years 
prior. Its owner, in the midst 
of a divorce, threw it in 

anger into the yard. While 
Favano wisely didn’t probe 
for any more details, he did 
head to the yard and found 
the ring, which had amaz-
ingly survived a decade of 
lawn mowers and rakes.

For all his hard work put-
ting rings back on people’s 
fingers, Favano doesn’t 
charge an arm and leg for 
his services. Other than 
travel expenses to cover gas 
and tolls, Favano works on 
a reward basis if the item 
is found. Undoubtedly, his 
efforts have earned him a 
prominent place in the his-
tory of many couples, who, 
once safely reunited with 
their ring, have a funny anec-
dote about that time they lost 
a wedding ring on the beach.

One of Favano’s most 
memorable calls came from                                                                            
a newly engaged young 
couple. After a proposal 
in Ireland, the ring had 
survived a cross-Atlantic 
journey — but not a day 
at the beach in Sea Isle. 
Favano, of course, came to 
rescue and saved the day.

“I get to use my hobby 
to help people, and do it at 
my favorite place since I 
was a child — the beach,” 
said Favano. “Where you 
grew up is the place where 
you never truly grow up.”

For Favano, it’s just 
another day at the beach.
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Summer should be a 
time of fun for young-
sters — free of the con-
straints of school, homework 
and rigid schedules.

But for children who are 
grieving the loss of a loved 
one, summer is just another 
season to try to cope with 
the reality of death.

That’s where Camp Firefly 
comes in. Started in 2006 
by the Moorestown Visiting 
Nurse Association, the 
weekend-long overnight 
camp is geared to children 
ages 7-14 who have lost a 
parent, sibling or any spe-
cial person through death 
and are seeking support 
to help cope with grief.

This year, said Kim Plasket, 
director of public commu-
nications for the MVNA, 50 
youngsters, 25 adult volun-
teer counselors, professional 
staff from MVNA including 
grief counselors, a chaplain, 
nurse and administrative 
staff, plus 20 junior coun-
selors who stay for the day, 
are expected at the camp 
held in Medford at Camp 
Ockanickon Aug. 25 and 26.

Among the activities at the 
camp, which is free to attend, 
are traditional favorites 
such as swimming, canoe-
ing, hiking, arts and crafts 
and cookouts. But there are 
also specialized bereave-
ment activities designed to 
help the children overcome 
their grief and to cope with 
the loss of their loved one.

One of the most popular, 
and touching, is the candle-
light boat launch, in which 
campers set boats they crafted 
in memory of their loved 
ones onto the lake at dusk. 
And last year, therapy dogs 
with the Tri-State K-9 Crisis 
Response Team visited with 
the campers, and are expected 
to do so again this year.

“We are constantly looking 
at our program to see what 
will work best for the par-
ticular group we have coming 
to camp. For instance, in the 
past we have offered a grief-
related puppet show for the 
younger children, but might 
offer a different activity, such 
as ceremonial drumming, that 
the older group would get 
more out of,” said Plasket.

Since the camp began 13 
summers ago, nearly 600 
youngsters have taken part 
in it, many now returning as 
counselors, said Plasket.

The campers make friends 
almost instantly, she said, 
and see the connection with 
others who have also expe-
rienced the loss of someone 

close to them. “They come 
away with meaningful mem-
ories and coping strategies 
for their future,” she said.

Funding for Camp Firefly 
comes from various fun-
draisers the MVNA holds 
during the year, includ-
ing its 23rd annual Golf 
Classic, planned for June 
18 at Laurel Creek Country 
Club in Mount Laurel, and 
Benefit Spirits Night, an 
evening of wine and food 
tasting set for Oct. 12 at the 
Westin in Mount Laurel.

Applications are now 
being accepted for this 
year’s program. Campers 
must reside in Burlington, 
Camden or Gloucester coun-
ties and be 7 to 14 years old. 
There is no cost to camp-
ers or their families, but a 
$25 place-holding deposit is 
requested upon acceptance, 
which is returned upon the 
camper’s arrival. Contact the 
Camp Firefly Specialist at 
Moorestown Visiting Nurse 
Association at 856-552-1300 
to request an application.

Camp Firefl y helps youngsters deal with loss

Campers at Camp Fiefl y take part in traditional activities, as well as specialized bereavement activities. [PHOTOS COURTESY OF MOORESTOWN VISITING 

NURSE ASSOCIATION]

Above: Therapy dogs with the Tri-State K-9 Crisis 
Response Team visit with the campers. Left: 
Friendships are forged at the camp, which takes 
place at Camp Ockanickon in Medford.

Campers make a boat with mementoes of lost loved ones for the 
candlelight boat launch.  

We are constantly looking at our program to see what will 
work best for the particular group we have coming to camp.

Kim Plasket, director of public communications for the MVNA


