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Gardeners throughout 
Burlington County and 
the surrounding area can 
spruce up their gardens this 
fall by attending a series 
of free programs hosted 
on Medford Leas’ two 
campuses in Medford and 
Lumberton.

Participants can learn 
from experts, chat with 
fellow gardeners, and par-
ticipate in a “plant swap” to 
revitalize their craft. After 
all, what better way to learn 
about gardening than from 
fellow gardeners?

“Plant Swap: A Time 
to Refresh Your Garden,” 
offers attendees a chance to 
share their extra plants and 
acquire new ones, while 
gaining knowledge from 
like-minded gardeners. 
Rejuvenate a well-estab-
lished clump of perennials 
or dig up plants and make 
room for something new 
by attending the event on 
Sept. 30, at the Lumberton 
Campus Community Cen-
ter from 10 a.m. until noon.

Perennials, small shrubs 
and houseplants are wel-
come in the swap. Plants 
need to be in a container 
and, if possible, should be 
labeled with the name and 
the conditions nedeed for 
the plant to thrive. Garden 
books and tools also can be 
swapped.

After swapping plants, 
gardeners can attend a 
special “Gardening Guru 
Series” to encourage their 
flora to thrive. On three 
consecutive Wednesdays, 
from 10 to 11:00 a.m. in the 
Medford Campus Theater, 
Medford Leas will host gar-
dening experts. Participants 
are encouraged to come to 
one or all of the talks.

Beth Davis, of Waldor 
Orchids, will speak on Oct. 
26 about orchids, which 
is the largest family in the 
plant kingdom. Davis is 
a third-generation orchid 
grower; Waldor Orchids, 
located in Linwood, has 

been family-owned and 
operated since 1925.

“There are over 25,000 
species and 110,000 orchid 
hybrids,” said Davis, whose 
workshop is for the nov-
ice and more experienced 
orchid growers. “Orchids 
are rewarding and inter-
esting houseplants, not to 
mention the blooms are 
just stunning. Their flowers 
come in almost every color, 
varying shapes and sizes, 
and can last anywhere from 
a few days to a few months. 
Armed with a little of the 
right culture, knowledge 
and windowsill, you could 
be enjoying their beauty.”

Attendees will learn 
basic growing information 
and see a hands-on potting 
demonstration, experience 
a variety of plants, and can 
purchase orchids.

The following Wednes-
day, on Nov. 2, Bruce Craw-
ford will speak about “Sexy 
Native Plants for Your 
Garden.” He will debunk 
the weedy myth of native 
plants and their aesthetic 
value, as well as fascinate 
participants in the range of 
colors and textures avail-
able. Crawford will demon-
strate how to grow a native 
plant from a seed.

“Native plants provide 
food through pollen and 
nectar for our native pol-
linators, which many of the 
plants from other parts of 
the world do not provide. 
Our native plants also pro-
vide food for many larval 
stages of insects, as well as 
habitats,” said Crawford. 
“Bottom line: our native 
plants help support the 
lives of our native pollina-
tors and insects. Often, 
many gardeners simply are 
not aware of all of the vari-
ous native species that are 
both available and serve as 
reliable and stalwart plants 
for the home gardener.”

Crawford owned a gar-
den design business for 
nearly 25 years, specializing 
in plantings for year-round 
interest. Now, he is the 

director of Rutgers Gar-
dens, the botanical garden 
for Rutgers University, and 
an adjunct professor in 
landscape architecture for 
the university.

During the final class 
on Nov. 9, Kathleen Gagan, 
owner of Peony’s Envy 
and writer and nationwide 
lecturer on peonies, will 
speak on the lush flower. 
She will present a pictorial 
introduction to the types 
available, as well as speak 
on how to design a peony 
garden, and select, plant 
and care for the peony. A 
limited number of plants 
will be available for sale fol-
lowing the program.

“Peonies are not a lot 
of work,” said Gagan, who 
added that her lecture is 
for gardeners of all levels. 
“Honestly, peonies are a 
weed — you plant them 
and they grow. Peonies 
were the first thing that 
I succeeded in growing, 
which speaks to the ease 
of the plant. They’re not 
poisonous, but deer don’t 
eat them and they’re a long, 
long-term perennial. They 
grow forever. A peony is 
something you can invest 
in and not lose your invest-
ment. They’re beautiful.”

“Plant Swap: A Time 
to Refresh Your Garden” 
and “Gardening Guru 
Series” are part of a series 
of programs being offered 
by Medford Leas this fall. 
There is no cost for either 
program, although partici-
pants must register for the 
Plant Swap by Sept. 30, and 
the Gardening Guru Series 
by Oct. 14. For a full listing 
of Pathways to Learning at 
Medford Leas programs, or 
to register for a program, 
visit www.medfordleas.org 
or call 609-654-3588.

The Medford Campus 
is at 1 Medford Leas Way. 
The Lumberton Campus is 
at 180 Woodside Drive.
rebecca Carlbon: 609-871-8114; 
email: rcarlbon@calkins.com; 
twitter: @Hometown18

Programs help you 
‘Dig Your Garden’

ConTriBuTed
Kathleen Gagan, owner of Peony’s envy, writer and nationwide lecturer on peonies, will 
speak on the lush flower as part of a gardening series being offered by Medflord Leas.
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Mark Dibble, the CEO of 
YMCA Camp Ockanickon, 
was the featured speaker at 
the Sept. 7 breakfast meet-
ing of the Medford Sunrise 
Rotary.

Dibble talked about how 
the 110-year-old organiza-
tion, on Stokes Road in 
Medford, has evolved over 
the years into more than a 
summer camp

In addition to the sum-
mer camp programs, Ocka-
nickon, the boys overnight 
camp; Matollionequay, the 
girls overnight camp; Stock-
well, the co-ed day camp, 
YMCA Camp Ockanickon 
also runs School’s Out, a 
before- and after-school care 
program provided onsite at 
several local schools, and the 
Outdoor Center, which pro-
vides environmental educa-
tion, school trips, retreats, 
team building, hiking, 
swimming, boating, archery 
and a host of other year-
round activities.

Ockanickon also holds 
family-focused programs 
and community events 
throughout the year, includ-
ing various family camp 
weekends, Breakfast with 
Santa, Coach Bingo and 
memberships for year-round 
hiking, biking, swimming 
and boating. The 800-acre 
property features an obser-
vatory for night-sky gazing 
and a state-of-the-art ropes 
course and climbing wall, 
among other amenities.

Dibble discussed the 
specialty camps run annu-
ally by YMCA Camp Ocka-
nickon, including Camp 
Bright Feathers (for chil-
dren with or affected by 
HIV/AIDS), Camp Little 
Rock (for children who are 
blind or visually impaired), 
Camp Kesem (for children 
whose parents have or have 
had cancer) and Camp Fire-
fly (a bereavement camp for 

children who have lost a 
loved one).

The YMCA Camp Ocka-
nickon organization, Dibble 
said, recently developed a 
“strategic roadmap” to bet-
ter serve the community 
at large, addressing issues 
such as youth development, 
healthy living and social 
responsibility. “The aim is 
to promote community by 
strengthening families and 
improving the health and 
wellbeing of children and 
teens.”

Some of the issues that 
Ockanickon is committed 
to addressing through its 
strategic plan are summer 
learning loss, the child-
hood obesity epidemic, drug 
awareness and prevention 
and serving diverse popula-
tions. “Besides providing a 
safe place for kids, we’re try-
ing to serve the community 
in any way we can,” Dibble 
told the Rotarians.

The chief executive offi-
cer, who started with the 
camp in spring 2015, said 
Ockanickon recently imple-
mented the YMCA orga-
nization’s HEPA (Healthy 
Eating and Physical Activ-
ity) standards, by cutting 
out sugary drinks and fried 
foods, providing healthier 
snack options, limiting 
screen time and promoting 
physical activities at both 
the summer camps and 
the School’s Out programs 
run by camp. “It’s all about 
moderation,” he said.

Ockanickon is also plan-
ning to expand programs 
aimed at the teenage popula-
tion, offering relevant activi-
ties and events in an effort 
to give young people worth-
while things to do. “Fami-
lies just have trouble being 
families these days, so we’re 
expanding our programs to 
help teens.”

The camp, he said, is also 
committed to serving needy 
communities such as nearby 

Camden, Trenton and 
Atlantic City by partnering 
with Urban Promise and 
other organizations com-
mitted to helping disenfran-
chised youth. Some school 
trips are subsidized in order 
to accommodate students 
who otherwise wouldn’t be 
able to experience the camp 
property in the Pines. “This 
is the first year that we 
turned nobody away from 
camp,” Dibble said.

Last year, he said, 
the camp provided over 
$500,000 in scholarships and 
financial assistance, benefit-
ing more than 700 children 
and teens.

“For some kids, it’s the 
first time they ever got to 
swim in a lake,” Dibble 
said. “Some of the kids have 
never even been out of the 
city before. It’s a culture 
shock, but in a good way. 
When you have diversity, 
everybody wins.

“We’re also partnering 
with organizations dealing 
with mental health issues 
and suicide prevention.”

During the Rotary meet-
ing, Dibble was presented 
with a $3,500 check from 
Rotary to support the 
various camp programs. 
Rotarians raised the funds 
by holding a coin toss in 
the spring, and through a 
matching grant.

YMCA Camp Ocka-
nickon. will hold its major 
fundraising event, the 
annual Wine, Beer and 
Whiskey Tasting, on Oct. 14 
at the Mansion in Voorhees. 
Proceeds from the fund-
raiser will provide schol-
arships to children who 
otherwise wouldn’t be able 
to attend camp. For infor-
mation and to purchase tick-
ets, email suzette@ycamp.
org or call 609-654-8225.
rebecca Carlbon: 609-871-8114; 
email: rcarlbon@calkins.com; 
twitter: @Hometown18

Rotary makes donation to 
Camp Ockanickon cause

in and around 
philadelphia
Jah WoBBle and The 
invaders of The hearT
When: 9 p.m., thu., sep 22
Where:  Underground arts, 
1200 Callowhill st., Philadelphia
Cost: $25
http://www.undergroundarts.
org

porTland Cello proJeCT
When: 9 p.m., thu., sep 22
Where:  Johnny Brenda's, 1201 
frankford ave., Philadelphia
Contact:  215-739-9684
Cost: $16 to $18
http://www.johnnybrendas.
com

lush
When: 8:30 p.m., thu., sep 22
Where:  Union transfer, 1026 
spring Garden st., Philadelphia
Information:  featuring 
tamaryn. 
Contact:  215-232-2100
Cost: $30 to $32
http://www.utphilly.com

hillary WallaCe 
and The deaTh
When: 8:30 p.m., thu., sep 22
Where:  Boot and saddle, 
1131 south Broad street, 
Philadelphia
Information:  featuring Heart 
Harbor. 
Contact:  267-639-4528

Cost: $10
http://www.
bootandsaddlephilly.com

goJira
When: 8 p.m., thu., sep 22
Where:  electric factory, 421 N. 
7th st., Philadelphia
Information:  featuring 
tesseract. 
Contact:  215-627-1332
Cost: $27.50 to $126.50 
http://www.electricfactory.info

morrissey
When: 8 p.m., thu., sep 22
Where:  tower theatre, 69th & 
Ludlow st., Upper Darby
Contact:  215-922-1011
Cost: $49.50 to $125
http://www.thetowerphilly.com

TroyBoi
When: 8 p.m., thu., sep 22
Where:  the theatre of Living 
arts, 334 south st., Philadelphia
Contact:  215-922-1011
Cost: $15
http://www.tlaphilly.com

Terry Bozzio
When: 8 p.m., thu., sep 22
Where:  world Cafe Live, 3025 
walnut st., Philadelphia
Contact:  215-222-1400
Cost: $22 to $25
http://www.philly.
worldcafelive.com

The Tillers
When: 8 p.m., thu., sep 22

Where:  world Cafe Live, 3025 
walnut st., Philadelphia
Information:  Located upstairs. 
Contact:  215-222-1400
Cost: $10
http://www.philly.
worldcafelive.com

miChael BlaCkson
When: 10 p.m., fri., sep 23; 
7:30 p.m., fri., sep 23; 8 p.m., 
thu., sep 22
Where:  Helium Comedy 
Club Llc, 2031 sansom st, 
Philadelphia
Contact:  215-496-9001
Cost: $25 to $30
http://philadelphia.
heliumcomedy.com

The faBulous ThunderBirds
When: 8 p.m., thu., sep 22
Where:  Harrah's atlantic City, 
777 Harrahs Blvd., atlantic City
Contact:  609-441-5000
Cost: $15 to $35
http://www.caesars.com/

Jill salkin
When: 8 p.m. - 11 p.m., thu., 
sep 22
Where:  Gallucio's restaurant, 
1709 Lovering ave., wilmington
Contact:  302-655-3689
Cost: free
http://www.gallucios-de.com

Terror Behind The Walls
When: 7 p.m., every day until 
Nov. 5

See philly, Page B6

Dress for success, and 
bring plenty of resumes...

Registration may be done in person at the fair 
or save time by using the form below 

or visit one of the following:
BucksCountyCourierTimes.com/Jobs/CareerFair

TheIntell.com/Jobs/CareerFair
BurlingtonCountyTimes.com/Jobs/CareerFair

Wednesday, Sept. 28, 2016 
10am to 3pm (Set up begins at 8:30am)

Location: Crowne Plaza Bucks County
4700 Street Road, Trevose, PA 19053

It’s your move. Better yourself.

CAREER
FAIR
FALL

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Town_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Career Field_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Where did you hear about the Career Fair? Check all that apply:

Bucks County Courier Times:     ❒ Newspaper    ❒ Website

The Intelligencer:     ❒ Newspaper    ❒ Website

Burlington County Times:     ❒ Newspaper    ❒ Website

All information is confi dential and used only for statistical purposes.

CAREER FAIR JOB SEEKER REGISTRATION FORM

Mark your calendar for the event that could change your life!

Sponsored by

Dress for success, and 
bring plenty of resumes...

Regi

BucksC

Burli

Loc

CAREER
FAIR
FALL

For more information call 1-866-938-3010

Look for the these businesses at the Career Fair:
• Roosevelt Paper Company • ACCU Staffi ng Services 

• Spring Village of Floral Vale • Protocall Staffi ng
• Forest Hills Cemetery • Barber National Institute 

• Eastern Coach • Sterling Limousine • Malvern School
• Student Transportation • Arc of Pennsylvania 

• Manor Care of Oxford Valley • Inductotherm • Jade Corp.
• PSI Personnel • Quad Graphics • Epic Health Services 

• Rothman Orthopaedic Specialty Hospital • Sykes Enterprises
• Tri County Eye Physicians and Surgeons • Robert Half

• Angel Companions of Central Bucks County • Primerica
• G4S Secure Solutions/USA, Inc. • Brightwood Career Institute

• JPE Home Care LLC/At Home Certifi ed Senior Healthcare


