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MEDFORD — For 396 
kids, Camp Ockanickon is 
no longer a secret. 

The YMCA camp off 
Stokes Road held a Kick-Off 
Breakfast on Wednesday for 
the start of a six-week fun-
draising campaign aimed 
at meeting its year-end goal 
of $293,000 for Project 396, 
a new initiative to provide 
396 children with camp 
scholarships.

To date, the camp has 
raised nearly $205,000, or 69 
percent of its goal.

“It was our goal to send 
396 children to camp who 
couldn’t otherwise afford 
it,” camp CEO Mark Dibble 
said. “We exceeded our goal. 
We did not turn away a sin-
gle child this summer.”

The property has two 
overnight camps, Camp 
Ockanickon for boys and 
Camp Matollionequay for 
girls, as well as co-ed day 
camp Lake Stockwell. In 
addition to a plethora of 
summer camp offerings, 
Camp Ockanickon offers 
before- and after-school care 
and partners with specialty 
camps, such as Camp Firefly, 
for children who are griev-
ing the loss of a loved one.

Last year, the camp pro-
vided more than $500,000 
in financial assistance to 
700 children who otherwise 
would not have been able to 
participate in the its numer-
ous programs.

“We live in a very gener-
ous community,” Dibble 
said. “The biggest impedi-
ment to getting donors is 
not asking them.”

In addition to donations 
from sponsors and members 
of the community, the camp 
holds several fundraisers 
during the year to support 
its commitment to not turn 
away any campers due to 
financial need.

“Many kids come here 
because they have the 
means. Many kids come 

here because they don’t have 
the means,” said Suzette 
Belz, vice president of devel-
opment and major gifts.

She pointed out that the 
camp’s reach goes beyond 
the 800 acres it occupies.

“When you are here, you 
realize the impact we have 
every day,” Belz said. “This 
is a place where kids can be 
empowered to be the best 
they can be.”

Kristin Prinn, execu-
tive director and founder of 
Lifting Up Camden’s Youth 
(LUCY), offered a testimo-
nial of how the camp has 
affected some of the nearly 
600 12- to 25-year-old Cam-
den residents her organiza-
tion supports. This year, 13 
of those children received 
full scholarships to attend 
Camp Ockanickon, which 
Prinn referred to as “a safe 
place” for the children.

“It was eye-opening and 
powerful for a lot of our 
kids to see,” said Prinn, who 
brought four of those camp-
ers to the breakfast, includ-
ing the Cortes brothers, 
Carlos, 10, and Justin, 7, and 

Gina Hoang, 10.
Carlos thought the climb-

ing wall was the best part of 
camp. Justin liked sleeping 
in a cabin, and Gina enjoyed 
the food and swimming.

Another LUCY youth 
and camper, 14-year-old 
Tatyana Rivera, spoke to the 
crowd about her experience 
at Camp Matollionequay.

“At first, I wasn’t sure 
about it,” Tatyana said, “but 
after I arrived, it was amaz-
ing. It was great because it 
was a new challenge for me.”

Tatyana was joined at the 
camp by her brother, sister 
and a cousin.

This was the third sum-
mer that 20 students from 
Visitation Blessed Virgin 
Mary Catholic School of 
Kensington, Pennsylvania, 
attended camp thanks to 
scholarship money.

“They enjoyed every 
minute of it,” school Presi-
dent Sister Dolores said. 
“They could not come to 
something like this if not for 
you and the scholarships.”

Chris Reubel, 21, of 
Moorestown, has been a 

counselor at the camp for 
three years. Reubel is also 
a writer and read a poem 
about the camp, “Golden 
Opportunity,” in which he 
called it “an escape from 
reality.”

The Rider University 
student said he keeps com-
ing back because “the com-
munity, and being outside in 
nature, it makes you happy.”

During the breakfast, 
Dibble also touched on the 
camp’s strategic goals for 
2017, which focus on the 
impact camp directors want 
to have on the children and 
the community. As a result, 
the camp plans to increase 
its diversity and expand its 
teen leadership and family 
programs.

“The kids come here and 
they learn skills that they 
take with them the rest of 
their lives,” Dibble said of 
the camp, which is celebrat-
ing its 110th anniversary 
this year.

He plans to continue pro-
moting the camp’s involve-
ment in the surrounding 
communities.

“We are too well kept of a 
secret,” he said.

Camp Ockanickon kicks off fundraiser 
to benefit new initiative for children
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YMca board members Brian Monaghan (from left), of tabernacle, Michael pohlman, of Medford, and peter 

perno, of Medford, attend the YMca camp ockanickon’s campaign Kick-off Breakfast on Wednesday.

“it was our goal to send 396 children to 
camp who couldn’t otherwise afford it. we 
exceeded our goal. we did not turn away a 
single child this summer.”
caMp ceo MarK diBBle
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PEMBERTON 
TOWNSHIP — Construc-
tion for a new elementary 
school has been approved 
by the New Jersey Schools 
Development Authority. 

The two-story school 
will be built on the same 
grounds as the Alexander 
Denbo/Aletta Crichton ele-
mentary schools off Junc-
tion Road in the Browns 
Mills section of town.

The project is expected 
to cost about $62 million, 
which will include the 
design and construction 
of the new building and 
the demolition off the old 
buildings. It will be com-
pletely funded by the state 
authority.

“We’re thrilled that 
this project is moving for-
ward,” said Pat Austin, 
assistant superintendent 
for business and Board of 
Education secretary, in a 
statement. “The advance-
ment of this project is 
the result of an ongoing 
partnership with local leg-
islators and state represen-
tatives, and we are excited 
that the result is a facility 
that will greatly benefit our 
students.”

The Denbo school was 
built in 1965 and houses 
359 students in grades 
three to five. The Crichton 
school was built in 1969 
and houses 349 students in 
prekindergarten to second 
grade. 

The new school will 
address the district’s capac-
ity and compliance needs 

for its elementary students, 
according to officials.

The Schools Devel-
opment Authority is 
responsible for funding 
and overseeing all of the 
district’s construction proj-
ects because Pemberton is 
one of the state’s former 
Abbott districts, which 
were ordered by the New 
Jersey Supreme Court 
to receive extra state aid 
because of their large pop-
ulations of students from 
poor families.

As part of that order, 
the state was to cover all 
the costs to either con-
struct new schools or reno-
vate existing ones that are 
considered substandard.

The authority has 
invested about $45 million 
in the district since 2000, 
including the $25 million 
Early Childhood Educa-
tion Center, which opened 
in 2011.

Superintendent Tony 
Trongone said in a state-
ment that he wants to 
make sure student educa-
tion will not be disrupted 
during the project.

“We are eagerly antici-
pating the future construc-
tion of this new school 
building and will work to 
ensure that the quality and 
continuity of our students’ 
education is not disrupted 
throughout the duration 
of the SDA’s construction 
of the project, which may 
take several years,” Trong-
one said.
Kelly Kultys: 609-500-0429;  
email: kkultys@calkins.com; 
twitter: @kellykultys
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Mount Laurel Township
Municipal Utilities Authority

1201 South Church Street • Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
www.mltmua.com

Flushing of Fire Hydrants
Will begin on or about Monday, September 19, 2016

• Hydrant Flushing will continue 24 hours a day, seven days a week until the 
program is completed.

• Flushing Fire Hydrants is an important element in the Authority’s continu-
ing program to maintain the quality of water in our distribution system.

• Hydrant Flushing may temporarily cause the following:
               Temporary loss of pressure
               Temporary Discoloration of the water for several hours aft er work is 
                   completed in your area.

• Once Flushing is completed in your area, please allow your COLD water to 
run for several minutes if you experience discoloration. Avoid doing laundry 
until the water has cleared. All other conditions should return to normal once 
the program is completed.

If you have any questions please call the Mount Laurel MUA’s Customer 
Service Department at (856) 234-0062 or 
Visit our Website: www.mltmua.com

WILLINGBORO TOWNSHIP

Willingboro Department of Public Works • 25 Industrial Drive

Spring Clean Up Week
April 20-24, 2015

During this time all bulk waste can be placed 
on the curb on your “regularly scheduled 
collection day” and it will be collected by Re-
public Services. The contractor will pick up all 
solid waste, excluding tires and items specifi cally 
designated by the township not to be collected. 
NO HAZARDOUS MATERIALS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED. The clean up week is for bulk item 
collection. No home cleanouts or vegetation de-
bris will be collected at this time.

Metal goods will be collected 
as normally scheduled.

Questions call 609-877-2200 ext. 1051 
Mon.-Fri. (7am-3pm)

Fall Clean Up Week
September 19 - 23, 2016

During this time, all bulk waste can be placed 
on the curb on your “regularly scheduled 
collection day” and it will be collected by 
Gold Medal Services. The contractor will 
pick up all solid waste, excluding tires and 
items specifi cally designated by the township 
not to be collected. NO HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS WILL BE ACCEPTED. The 
clean up week is for bulk item collection. No 
home cleanouts or vegetation debris will be 
collected at this time.

Metal goods will be collected
as normally scheduled

Questions? Call 609-877-2200 ext. 1051
Mon.-Fri. (7am-3pm)

1.877.358.2068
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