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May 14, 2021 
 

Dear Members: 
 
We hope that you have had an opportunity to enjoy our beautiful outdoor setting this spring, as the trails are great 
this time of year for hiking, running, biking, and/or dog walking! With the return of our overnight camps this summer, 
we are looking forward to getting back into our more traditional programming, although it may take another year or 
two before we are finally back to “normal operations” at YMCA of the Pines. 
 
I am writing to update you on Cherokee Beach operations for the 2021 summer. Although the waterfront would 
traditionally open during Memorial Day weekend, for the second year in a row, that is sadly not the case.  
We, like many organizations, are finding it difficult to hire staff to the extent necessary to operate our programs at 
full capacity, and while we have a vibrant spring group season on the books, we do not have many lifeguards on 
staff due to the inability to train guards to our normal capacity during the 2020 summer.  
 
Further, with a restriction on international travel still in place, it is unclear whether we will have international staff 
this summer working at YMCA of the Pines – although we remain hopeful that restrictions will loosen in the coming 
weeks to allow this to become a reality.  
 
We will update in late-June as to whether we will be able to open Cherokee Beach for weekend membership once 
camp begins and school lets out for the summer. In the meantime, please continue to enjoy the property for fishing 
and other outdoor activities. We will keep you in the loop as things progress. 
 
Thank you, and please contact our Welcome Center at 609.654.8225 with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Greg Keresztury 

Chief Operating Officer 
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